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Florida continues to be a leading state for policies which support parental empowerment in education.  
This concept is closely aligned with longstanding Church teaching that parents are the primary educators 
of their children.1, 2 As such, they are best positioned to determine which academic settings or options 
will best meet the unique needs of their school-aged children. 

Today, parents truly have more options than ever before to consider and evaluate. These options include 
but are not limited to the following: public (including neighborhood, charter and magnet) or nonpublic 
school; traditional brick-and-mortar school, home or virtual school; and blended learning programs (i.e. 
schools which combine virtual learning with traditional classroom instruction).  

As an essential part of the parental choice landscape, the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops (FCCB) 
strongly supports existing state scholarship programs. All told, Catholic schools currently serve more than 
26,000 students who receive scholarships under any one of the state’s four major school choice 
programs. The Catholic school community in each of the seven dioceses is participating in these 
programs, which include: 
 

• the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program for low to middle income families; 
• the McKay Scholarship Program for students with special needs;  
• the Gardiner Scholarship Program for students with special needs; and,  
• the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program for four-year olds. 

 
Catholic and other nonpublic school parents often make difficult sacrifices to pay tuition and fees while 
also supporting public schools through their hard-earned tax dollars. The system of Catholic schools 
provides significant savings to the state of Florida. There are currently 77,609 K-12 children served in 
Florida’s 242 Catholic schools. The cost to educate these children in public schools would have been 
$567 million during the 2017-2018 school year.3 Even after subtracting out the value of FTC, McKay and 
Gardiner scholarships provided to Catholic school students ($143 million in 2017-2018), these schools 
save the state more than $423 million per year.   

Many parents have exercised their choice to enroll their children in an education setting that they 
determine to best meet their academic and other family needs. The FCCB advocates for true parental 
empowerment in education and supports legislation that expands state scholarship programs as well as 
a strong system of public education. The FCCB will continue to urge the state to develop policies which 
address the best interests of all schoolchildren.  

                                                           
1 See 1965 Declaration on Christian Education “Gravissimum Educationis” as linked and excerpted here: “Since parents have given 
children their life, they are bound by the most serious obligation to educate their offspring and therefore must be recognized as the 
primary and principal educators.” 
2 Also see the 2016 Apostolic Exhortation “Amoris Laetitia” by Pope Francis as linked and excerpted here: “At the same time I feel it is 
important to reiterate that the overall education of children is a “most serious duty” and at the same time a “primary right” of parents. 
This is not just a task or a burden, but an essential and inalienable right that parents are called to defend and of which no one may claim to 
deprive them. The State offers educational programs in a subsidiary way, supporting the parents in their indeclinable role… .” 
3 Presumes FEFP of $7,307 per child multiplied by 77,609 K-12 children in Florida’s Catholic schools. 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651028_gravissimum-educationis_en.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia.html
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General Data for Catholic Schools during the 2018-2019 School Year 
Number of Catholic Schools in Florida: 242 
Number of Students Served: 85,784 (Pre-K to 12th Grade) 

Participation in State Scholarship Programs (as Percentage of Total Enrollment) 
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Students 
in Catholic Schools: 

18,428 21 Percent 

McKay Scholarship Program for Students 
with Special Needs: 

3,517 4 Percent 

Gardiner Scholarship Program for 
Students with Special Needs: 

629 0.7 Percent 

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education 
Program Students: 

3,493 4 Percent 

Accountability Factors in Catholic Schools 
*High School Graduation Rate: 99 Percent 
*College/ University Attendance Rate: 86 Percent 
Accreditation (Pre-K to 8th Grade) by the 
Florida Catholic Conference Accreditation 
Program and the National Council for 
Private School Accreditation: 

See http://www.eas-ed.org; and, 
http://www.ncpsa.org 

Accreditation (9th to 12th Grade) by 
AdvancED (also Known as the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools): 

See http://www.advanc-ed.org/  

Teacher and Administrator Certification of 
More than 7,600 Professionals Employed 
in Catholic Schools: 

See Website to Look up Certification Status of 
Teachers or Administrators at 
https://flcertify.fldoe.org/datamart/selSearchType.do 

+Comparison of Results on “The Nation’s Report Card”  
(2017 National Assessment of Educational Progress) 

System of Schools Examined: Catholic Public 
Found Proficient in Reading, Grade 4: 37 Percent 27 Percent 
Found Proficient in Math, Grade 4: 39 Percent 32 Percent 
Found Proficient in Reading, Grade 8 48 Percent 31 Percent 
Found Proficient in Math, Grade 8 33 Percent 24 Percent 
*Source/ Link: National Catholic Educational Association News Release 
https://www.ncea.org/NCEA/Proclaim/News/Press_Releases/Millions_of_Catholic_School_Students_a
nd_Teachers_Celebrate_National_Catholic_Schools_Week.aspx  
+Source/ Link: NAEP 2017 Reading and Math 
https://www.ncea.org/NCEA/Proclaim/News/Press_Releases/Catholic_Schools_Continue_to_Academi
cally_Outperform_Public_Schools.aspx  
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